
ty to interest the society, whatever might
•

be the merits of the observations of M. Da-
vaine. If these wore reliable an invaluable
method of diagnosis was furnished in cases
of doubtful character and in localities where
malignant pustule is of rare occurrence.
They also suggest im portant indications for
treatment. In the south of Prance great
reliance is placed on excision and cauteri-
zation before the second or third day, after
which period the disease begins to affect
the general system, and is usually beyond

.the resources of medical skill. The ana-

tomical formation of the pustule explains
perfectly the succession of these phenome-
na. The bacteridio* are first developed in
the epidermic layer of tho skin, which con-
tains no vessels, consequently they arc iso-
lated from the rest of the economy, and
their destruction ought to ¡irrest their fur-
ther propagation. If they are not destroyed
they presently reach the superficial layers
of the true skin, which ¡ire abundantly pro-
vided with bloodvessels and lymphatics ;
through these they are introduced into and
carried along by the circulating fluid and
infect the rest of tho system.

Dr. Hodges further remarked that in an
article by M. Dcbrou (Arch. Gên. dp Med.,
Oct., 1865), tho writer assorts that, in both
malignant codoina andmalignant pustule, the
mucous membrane of tho stomach and the
small intestine present a lesion after death
which appears in the form of brown, elevat-
ed patches, due to the extravasation of the
blood, but that it is not known at what
period of the disease those extravasations
occur, or whether in spite of them re-

covery may ensue. They cannot how-
ever be found in all cases, and death maytake place without their presence. M.
Debrou draws attention to the similarity in
the effects of malignant pustule and the bite
of the viper, in fatal cases of which the
blood liquefies and extravasates. Prom this
he argues that a specific poison (which he
believes to bo the bacteridiio) is introduced
in malignant pustule, and by inference, from
the successful treatment of viper bites,
draws the conclusion that the virus is
capable of being arrested in its effects, at
an early period, by suction, excision or
cauterization.

Dr. Hodges said that the patient whose
case had suggested his remarks had recov-
ered without local treatment. Cauteriza-
tion was advised, but tho patient would not
consent to its application. A supporting-
diet, and a general treatment with quinine,
morphia and stimulants, had been energe-
tically enforced by Dr. Stone.

BibliographicalNotices
TheMateriaMedicainits Scientific Rela-
tions. Hartford, Ct. 1868.
This is a pamphlet of about forty pages,

the chief object of which appears to be to
induce the profession, and others who may
be competent to the task, to do what they
can to elevate tho science of materia medi-
ca to a more worthy position than it now
holds. The author shows that the language
used in leading works on this subject is
generally extremely vague ; or, when inoro

precise, is apt to be conflicting, lie then
draws a parallel between this and other sci-
ences in which (e. g., in astronomy) no
such vagueness or contradiction would be
tolerated. He freely acknowledges the ne-

cessary want of exactness in the science of
materia medica, but still thinks there is
room for the greatest improvement. Ho
thinks that the action of each drug should
be studied separately, first in health and
next in disease ; and maintains that, if ob-
servers would cease to accept as conclu-
sions what are merely probabilities, and
would separate in their minds and in their
writings the simple action of drugs from
therapeutical indications, we should havo
no such statement in one leading work as,
that mercury causes an increased flow of
bile, and in another that this drug acts in
precisely the opposite direction.

Undoubtedly there is much truth in what
is said in this pamphlet, but it must not bo
forgotten that physicians have not the op-
portunity, even if they had the time and
ability, to experiment ad libitum with the
articles of the materia medica both on

healthy and diseased human beings (for ani-
mals would not answer the purpose) for the
sole object of increasing the exactness of
the science. And this remark appears to
us to havo the more weight, when it is re-
membered that the thing to be borne in
mind by tho student of materia medica is,
not how many drugs may be given, but bow
many may be entirely dispensed with, to tho
great benefit of the patient. F. C. R.

The Opium Habit, with Suggestions as to the
Remedy. 8vo. Pp. 335. New York:
Harper & Brothers. 1868.
This volume compiles tho sad experience

of Coleridge, Do Quincey and other less-
known opium eaters, and proposes a plan
of cure for them. In the history of all such
unfortunates, two points are especially
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noteworthy:—1st. That tho physician's
prescription of opium for pain is the most
frequent stinting point of the pernicious
habit; 2d. That while restrictive and pro-
hibitory laws are enforced, as regards alco-
hol, at those very times is the market con-
sumption of opium the largest.That this was the case in Massachusetts,
we learn from ono of our largest drugdealers.

The autobiography of opium eaters is al-
ways of varying interest, according to the
originality and talent of the victim. To
this rule the present volume is not an ex-
ception.

The mode of cure proposed at Ford Is-
land, New York, combines the use of other
narcotics, and of daily diminishing doses of
opium—for a sudden abandonment of the
drug is not advocated—with the Russian
bath, the condensed air-chamber, and the use
of galvanism, of tonics, exercise and food.
We commend the volume to all interested
in such asubjeet—and their name is legion.

MedicalandSurgicalJournal.
Boston: Thursday,January 7, 1869

BOSTON CITY HOSPITAL.
From the forthcoming Annual Report of

the City Hospital, we make the following
brief abstract, covering points of especial
interest to the profession. ,

This is the fifth year of the Hospital's
existence ; and tho natural growth of a
new institution, as well as the annexation
of ltoxbury, have increased its numbers
thirty-three per cent, in its various depart-
ments.

Thus, the whole number of patients treat-
ed in the Hospital in 1867, was 1534
But in 1868 it was 2078
Of these, the medical department increas-

ed from 670 to 1133
The surgical department

from 687 to 880
The smallpox decreased from 74 to 4

cases.
The number of medical outpa-
tients was 3851

The number of surgical outpa-
tients was 2732

Tho number of ophthalmic out-
patients was 1108

Making a total of 7091 persons who
came to tho Hospital from day to day, and
received advice and treatment gratuitously»
but without remaining in the institution.

The total number of sick treated at the
Hospital, in all departments, was 9709

Tho newly constituted department for
cutaneous diseases treated, in seven months,
500 patients.

Of the 7091'persons who came to the.
Hospital as outpatients, in 1808, the ave-

rage expense to the city was as follows :—

For each medical patient, 35 cents.
For each surgical patient, 10 cents.
For each ophthalmic patient, 02 cents.
Four hundred and twenty-one (421) ac-

cidents were admitted during tho year.
In 1867, the number was 328.
Of these accidents, 214 were fractures.
A few were the rarer injuries, such as :—

A dislocation of the os innominatum at the
sacro-iliac Bynehondrosis ; three disloca-
tions of tho clavicle ; ono of the vertebras ;
two fractures of the upper jaw, and one of
the scapula.

There were 18 fractures of the skull ; 36
fractures of tho thigh ; and 67 fractures of
the leg. There were, also, seven cases of

gun-shot wound, and five punctured wounds
of the abdomen.

Three hundred and fifty-three (353) sur-
gical operations were performed on patients
in the Hospital, against 289 last year. The
operations on out-patients numbered 317»
and on the ophthalmic out-patients, 84 !
making a total of 754 operations.
It is noticeable, also, that this increase

is not wholly of operations for traumatic
cause ; but that pathological surgery jS

beginning to seek tho Hospital, the num-
ber of tumors being 50, against 16 in l86i-
But the most gratifying fact of all lS>

that while the number of patients treated
insido the Hospital haB increased thirty'
three per cent., the mortality has decreased
over one per cent.

The rate of mortality is as follows :—

In 1805 - - - 8T* percent.
In 1866 - - - 8 per cent.
In 1867 8-pj per cent.
In 1868 - - - 7T3ff per cent.
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